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International Conference of Local Authorities 
in Solidarity with the Palestinian People:
LOCAL AUTHORITIES AT THE HEART OF THE STATE OF PALESTINE
Conference Program
	Thursday 20th 2014

7:00 p.m.
	

Opening Reception


	
	

	Friday November 21st 

	

	8.30-9.00 
	Arrival & Registration 


	9.00-10.00
	Official Opening by President Mahmoud Abbas
Minister of Local Government Dr. Nayef Abu Khalaf
Chairperson of the Campaign Minister Mazen Ghneim
[bookmark: _GoBack]Representative of International Partners 

	
	

	10.00-10.30
	Plenary: Turning Realities into Prospective Opportunities
An Overview of  the conference themes and key guiding strategies


	10.30-11.15
	Plenary
CHALLENGES FACED BY THE PALESTINIAN LOCAL AUTHORITIES


	11.30-1.00
	Friday Praying and lunch Break

	1.00-2.30
	Specialized Parallel Panels:

· Occupation and territorial fragmentation (from Oslo until today)
· Framework of decentralization in Palestine
· Paris Declaration - institutional capacities at the local level



	2.30-3.00
	Plenary  for discussion and feedback

	
	

	3.00- 3.45
	Plenary
THE ROLE OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN BUILDING A JUST, DEMOCRATIC AND INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN STATE


	
	

	3.45-4.00
	Break

	4.00-5.30
	Specialized Parallel Panels:
· Local Authorities as a pillar of the Palestinian State
· Democracy and governance at local level
· Local Authorities as key actors for the Legitimacy of the Palestinian State – historical role


	5.30- 6.00
	Plenary for discussions and feedback

	7.30
	Dinner and cultural activity

	
	

	Saturday November 22nd 

	

	8.30- 9.30
	Plenary
LOCAL SERVICE DELIVERY – LEARNING FROM INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE


	9.30 –11.00
	Specialized Parallel Panels:
· Local authorities and public administration
· The issue of Palestinian Local authorities’ tasks and competencies (responsibilities)
· Strategies and actions for supporting local service delivery


	11.00-11.30
	Plenary for discussions and feedback

	
	

	11.30-11.45
	Break


	11.45-12.45
	Plenary
LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRATION


	12.45-2.15
	Specialized Parallel Panels:
· The development and urban planning issues in Palestine
· Ways and strategies for improving the Palestinian territorial integration (the issue of the Palestinian sovereignty)
· LED challenges in Palestine


	2.15-3.30
	Lunch


	3.30-4.00
	Plenary for discussions and feedback

	
	

	4.00-5.00
	Plenary
SOLIDARITY IN ACTION, INCLUDING JUSTICE FOR PALESTINE


	5.00-6.30
	Specialized Parallel Panels:
· International actions of Local Authorities in solidarity with Palestine
· Is international solidarity playing the game of Israel – Solidarity and the two States solution
· Justice for Palestine (Jerusalem, Gaza and West Bank)


	6.30-7.00
	Plenary for discussions and feedback


	7.00-7.30
	Closure of conference


	7.30
	Dinner and cultural activity

	
	

	Sunday November 23rd 
	Field visits
City-to-city bilateral and multilateral meetings
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